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, THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EET 
Lo . R T ®, 


| CHANCELLOR of the UNIVERSITY 


| MY LORD, X 


V. OU have W 10 ug 888 to 
public letters from intruding correſpond- 


* that the very ſuperſeription of them may 
have become loathſome. Much leſs ſagacity 


than your Lordſhip poſſeſſes, will ſuggeſt the 
poliey of not giving them conſequence * ho- 


folly, with which a prime miniſter of this 


country is uſually addreſſed, too often juſtify 


him in not only neglecting, but in deſpiſing 
the officious anhaben of the political. ad- . 
venturer. 1 „ 


. e 


% 


k * 
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I 9 LETTER re LORD NOoRr n. 
52 Vou are now, my Lord, happily eman 
5 : 4 e from the ſplendid, but invidious ſla- 


very which expoſes the beſt of men to the 
envenomed ſhafts of malevolence. You 
are at leiſure to attend to the republic of 
letters, where vou have a right to be ſtill 

conſidered as à prime miniſter. / 
nourable diſtinction you are entitled as the 


Oe ſupreme magiſtrate of a celebrated Univerſity. 
| Tt is the Chancellor of Oxford whom I now 
13 addreſs, on a ſubje& intimately connefed 
with the honour and proſperity of thoſe 
The 


inſtitutions over which he preſides. 
ſubject is far removed from the din of poli- 


ien ſtrife, and the ſelfiſh violence of party. 


rage. 1 venture, therefore, to indulge. a W 
5 chat it may not be entirely di AP 


I am the more inclined to hope, my Lord, 0 


= I am able to aſſure you, that 


1.1 15G: * and in all that 1 have fad concerning 5 


the Univerſities, I have no private favour to 


1 5 _ alk, no perſonal intereſt to promote. You 
Wuoill readily believe me, when you conſider 15 


the freedom of my nn Jou 
well, my Lord, from your long e 


1 that the To of expeRtants and ſolicitors for 
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LETTER ro LORD NORTH. , 1 


: . 8 is very different from mine. You 


muſt. have obſerved, that caution, obſequi- 
ouſneſs, and ſervile accommodation, are 
the diſtinguiſhing marks of thoſe who aſpire 
at courtly patronage. Their great ſtudy is 


to be diſcreetly 6UARDED, left a free ſen- 


timent or expreſſion ſhould give offence, by 
any poſſible conſtruction, and deſtroy the effect 


of long attendance and frequent importunity. 
My ſtrictures on the Univerſity have no ſelf- 
ich reſerve, no temporizing caution. Fru- 

dence, in the common acceptation of the 


word, will deem my attempt a ſpecies of 


: knight-errantry authority, in the hands of 
thoſe who enjoy emolument in the preſent 


diſarranged ſtate of the Univerſity, ſhuddering 
at innovation *, will determine to withſtand 
it with the whole weight of corrupt in- 


- HAluence; pride will deſpiſe, and malice tra- 
duce, a reform, of which they have neither 


_ » ſentiment to feel, nor manUnes to . 
ledge, the neceſſity. | 


Vet Shit Lord 3 5 of iimoration is. certainly ; 


Juſt : Quod fi tempus, decurſu ſolo, res in pejus ferat, pru- | 


dentia vero et induſtria in melids reſtituere non contendat, 


. quis tandem erit finis mali? . . . Qui vetera ſuperſtitioſs 
nimis s reverentur, cegant | in praſentis ſeculi ludibrium. 


Bacon. Interiora rerum. 
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„ "LETTER ro LORD NORTH, 


"Againſt ſuch formidable oppoſition on whom 


ſhall I call, for fuccour? On you, my Lord. 
Lou are elevated above ſuch meanneſs, both - 
by your nature and your ſituation. To you 
then I look up for that ſanction, which I 
hall never receive from time-ſerving ex» 
pectants. On you I rely againſt the ſhafts of 
ſome who are ready to wound in the dark 
| thoſe whom they decline to meet face to face; 5 
againſt the miſconſtructions and miſrepreſent- 


ations of others who are ſubtle enough to diſ- 


| tort and deform what they cannot deny and 
_ refute. But while I ſeek the patronage of the 
| cauſe I have undertaken, I ſeek no other 
patronage. . This is not the language of 
one who, though he pretends to promote 
8 . intereſt, means e a bis 


OWn. 


5 your Ledig ſhould croulile Wa to 1 
aid why I in particular ſhould ſolicitouſly 
recommend a reform of the Univerſities; I will | 

_ frankly avow the real cauſe. Incited by an 

ambition, which your Lordſhip, as 2 public - 
A character, will not, T hope, deem very diſgrace- . 

ful, to do ſomething uſeful in my day, I fat 

down to write on EDVcATiox; a ſubje& 

i naturally obtrudiug itſelf upon me from that 

n e W Profeſſional 


LETTER To LORD NORTH, y 
profeſſional employment | in which I was early 7 


engaged. In purſuit of it, I was in courſe 
led to conſider the Univerſities. I had reſid- 


ed in one of them, and had been no careleſs 
obſerver of it. When I came to write on 


them, I expreſſed my real ſentiments without 


a fear of offending, and without a wiſh to 
flatter. Many defects, many errors, many 


= laughable abſurdities, I pointed out to public 
ſcorn and public condemnation. I acknow- 


ledge that I went farther than the timidity of 


worldly wiſdom would approve, or the com- 
plaifance of courtly accommodation tolerate. 
In many things, I doubt not, though I'do 
not know, that I have been miſtaken. 1 expect 
not that your Lordſhip ſhould think with me - 


on all my animadverſions ; but on moſt of 
them, I firmly believe, there ean but be one 


opinion. The public, I have reaſon to ſup- 
_ Poſe, approve them; and I have no cauſe to 
ſuſpect that your Lordſhip, and the moſt re- 
ſpectable Members of the Univerſities, have 
condemned them. Even if yourLordfhip, from 
delicacy, or any other motive, ſhould not 
chuſe to promote the alterations I have ſuggeſt= 
ed, Tims will produce them ſpontaneouſly. 
Prej udices will — and truth emerge, when 


2 3 ee - the 


4 \ 


LETTER is LORD NokTR. 8 


iche ſuperineümbent weight mall be at lat 
removed. But why, my Lord, ſhould not the . 
bee age enj oy the advantage? ; . 
I Four Lordſhip ſhould further babe =: 
to alk; why 1 do not move in my place, as a 4 
member of the academical ſenate, the reform . 
I recommend, I muſt beg you to accept two |, 
- reaſons in anſwer: Firſt, I am fully perſuaded, 
that ſuch a motion would be unſuceeſsful; and . 
ſecondly, I am of opinion, that ſome of the 
Alterations that I propoſe, are ſuch, as the . 
power of the convocation, unaſſiſted by your 0 
| Eordfhip's authority, or che intervention * kT VER 
Farmers, cannot eſſec . „ 
But to proceed to the a af my Ts „„ 
=: It is then plainly, my Lord, my humble re- . 
3 queſt, that, as Chancellor of the Univerſity . 
of Oxford, you will promote a reviſion of bb 
As ſtatutes, cuſtoms, and exerciſes ; and that 
| you will. ſubmit the whole ſtate of it to a 
parliamentary conſideration, _ . 
I fully rely on your Lordihip's wiſdom „ 
oo - the choice of ſuch regulations a8 will 4 4 
i  * rendex your Univerſity really « efficient i in pro- „ 
nmaoting the great purpoſes for Which it 
W intended; and in reſtoring that na- l 
N luſtre to it, which is deeply incruſt· 5 | I 
Fs yd. by the ruſt of time. * am . 
11 „ ay ly TOs ag 
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IAI "LETTER 20 LORD NORTH. vit 
MF... Lardfilp wants no information on the topic z 
91 but as I have entered ſo far upon it, a raſh 
} . ; volunteer, you will not wonder at my teme- 
{| * in continuing the purſuit. A ſpeciſica - 
Wh 1 5 tion of a few improvements will add but little 
8 to the ſum of my tranſgreſſions. 5 
4 | 9 I conceive, my Lord, that it would re- 
FE - dound: to the reputation and * of the 

|; 0 Vi un 1 N | 
9 - | « That the 8 . at 1 
45 | 2 Pa admiſſion to ſcholarſhips and fellow- 


| ſhips, and on many other occaſions, ſhould 
de diminiſhed in number and altered in form. 
In the preſent times many of them are con- 
{ys feſſediy not requiſite; many muſt be violated; 
. and as theſe give offence and uneaſineſs to 
{| tender conſciences, they ought to be diſpenſed | 
1 with, or reformed immediately. | 
- 2. That the reſidence of under - graduates, 
6 ſuppoſing a reform to take place, ſhould be re- 
5 quired during at leaſt eight months in the year. 


n 3. That ſumptuary laws ſhould be eſta- 
8 bliſhed and put in full force; and the incur- 

MEE ring of debt effectually prohibited, by 4 com- 75 

muning all tradeſmen who give credit. 


IN 4. That the keeping of horſes and dogs, 
alk and che frequenting of ſtables, by under-gra- 
FAR duates, ſhould be prevented ; not by dormant 
HE. % On ET oO A | Ratutes 
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that particular purpoſe. + 4 


— 


5. That noblemen and gentlemen” com- 


may prevent their expoſing themſelves to 


out it. As to ſuch diſcipline as conduces 


i LETTER : ro LORD NORTH, _ F 
YL | Aatutes only, but by inſpectors . for ir 


- moners ſhould not be entitled to ſuch ex- ; 
_ emptions from academical exertiles, 
ſalutary diſcipline, as tend to wwe or 
retard their improvement; that ſome mode 
. of. exerciſing them ſhould be deviſed Which 


public contempt by deficiency, + This re- 0 
ſpect is due to them, as they may hereafter 
be hereditary- legiſlators; and alſo, becatiſe 

they will not enter at the univerſity with- 


to the preſervation of their health, their cha- 
racters, and their fortunes; the authority of 
the univerſity ſhould be rendered powerful 
enough to enforce it with full effect, whatever ; 
loſ or diſpleaſure might enſue. 8 
6. That the ſenior tutor in every college. 
ſhould: be a proctor, inveſted with the ſame ' 
powers which proctors now have in the uni- 
verſity at large, and remaining in the office 
ſo long as he continue to be a tutor; 
and that a ſtipend be allowed him 3 A 
the uſeleſs profeſſorſhips, all of which ſhould | 
be aboliſhed at the deceaſe 7 the 1 805 j 
profeſſors, a WH | 


7 That 


— . 


| f N ? 


7 


B LETTER To LORD NORTH. ix 
Fro. 7. That the number of public tutors in 
One every college ſhould be increaſed in propor- 
p 5 tion to the number of under-graduates; and 

1 that, at the ſame time, the ſtipend which each 
| pupil pays ſhould be at leaſt doubled. The gl 
[  Ripends at preſent are too little. Though ws 00 
| © tuition is of the firſt conſequence, it is paid 
5 | „„ "more ideen than uy e * " | 


We: Oxford. . 
V the tutors, in return for abide 
3 | 5 greater emolument, ſhould ſuperintend the 
* ; tradeſmens bills, and tranſmit quarterly: ac- 
| counts to the parents or guardians. 
9. That public examinations ſhould be 
4 5 ee.ſtabliſhed in every college; but that they 15 
MER ſhould be conducted with ſuch delicacy as 
nat to hurt the feelings of the dithdent and 
WR ol, 


I 0. That the whole of the exerciſes per- 
formed in the public ſchools ſhould be al- 
. tered for ſuch modes of diſplaying abilities 
1 i 5 and attainments as are better accommodated 
| 80 the preſent ſtate of learning and the views ; 
of ſtudents of the preſent age. 


5 . 1 85 That a great part of the public exerciſe 
WR... ſhould be 1 in e Engliſh language. 


12. That 


„ LETTER: v0 LORD. NORTH: 
12. That a public ſchool for elocution ſhould 


 beeſtablihed; that the beſt ſpeakers ſhould be ; 
appointed by the convocation to. 3 in it 


in beer pe and for a liberal ſalary. 


153. That a ſeparate ſehool for Wen ; 
ſhould be devoted to the uſe of ſtudents in 


ddivinity, where they ſhould read the Common 
Prayer and the beſt ſermons in the language, 
in the preſence of correctors approved by the 
"In or the bench of biſhops. 5 


14. That effectual, and not formal, in- 
fſtruction in doctrinal theology ſhould be 
afforded gratis to to all who intend to take 


holy orders; and that a degree in divi- 
+ nity ſhould 5 conferred on them at the 


Kanding now e * the eee o 
maſter of arts, 


15. That the examination 7 he rſt 5 


gree, of thoſe who intend to take orders, : 
ſhould be in biblical Str, to as Finns as in 


arts and ſciences. 


16. That the Bodkdian a Radclivian 
libraries ſhould be open to all members of 


the univerſity without diſtinction; due care 


being taken to ſecure a quiet deportment in 
them, by the conſtant attendance of officers 


. , inveſted 
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LETTER 10 10RD NORTH. 1 


inveſted with high authority, and amply paid 
by the univerſity,; that common books, under 
the reſtriction of depoſiting their value in 
the librarian's hands, ſhould be lent, with 
due regulations, during the winter ſeaſon, 
for the uſe of ſtudents in their own rooms. 
Very ſcarce books and all manuſeripts might 


be locked up, and allowed to be inſpected 


only on application to the librarians, 


1. That che profeſſor of modern as 


ſhould employ one foreign affiſtant at leaſt, 


in each language, to teach ſuch pupils as 


- ſhould be recommended by the ſenior tutor 


in each college, the language of his country: 


that every claſs ſhould raiſe a ſum for their 
payment, in ſuch proportions as to render the 
expence inconſiderable to individuals: that 
the profeſſor ſhould ſuperintend all their pro- 
ceedings, and engage or diſmiſs them accord- 
- ing to their merits, and at his diſcretion. 


18. That all the public profeſſors, but eſpe- | 

_ cially the king s, who are paid by the public, 
ſhould read lectures three times a week in every 
term: and that when ſuperannuated, or diſin- 
clined to read, they ſhould reſign on a penſion, . 
| or e a ſubſtitute, approved by the uni- 


verſity, 
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a LETTER » To. Lonp NORTH. 
ww who ſhould ſucceed them at their de. 


ceaſe, if no valid objection ſhould appear. 


19. That all uſeleſs and antiquated forms 


whatever; which ſavour of monkery, popery, 

W lavery, and Sen e VC, * 
. aboliſhed. 33 : 
$01 That if any A FE income N 
| " ould happen to any individual whatever, in 
conſequence of theſe alterations, a full com- 
5 penſation ſhould be made him. at the public 
expence, I his life, or reſidence i in che 

nn,. VV N | 


\ 


And now, my Ta I muſt beg your pars 
don for this tedious detail. I could add many 
more uſeful hints, but am afraid I have al- | 
ready treſpaſted too much on your patience. 
Four own wiſdom will intuitively ſuggeſt to 
' you more and better improvements than 
T have ſpecified. The faults and defects of 
the univerſity are ſo groſs, as not to require 
_ any great ſagacity, either to diſcover, or amend 
and ſupply them. Nothing is wanting to re- 
form it, but an earneſt deſire in thoſe who 5 


poſſeſs the power. 


Io introduce the reform appears to me to 
be = Lordſhip 8 peculiar province; ; and I 
LOS „ 7 Will 


i 


LETTER To. LORD NORTH. kl 


al take the liberty to obſerve, that more real 


| "0 permanent advantage to the. ſtate, more 
| ſubſtantial honour to yourſelf, will redound to 
you from your reſtoration of your Univerſity 
to its proper and natural perfection, than from 
all the laborious exertions of your long poli- 


tical career. Poſterity will forget the misfor- 


tunes of the miniſter, while it profits by 
your wiſdom as an academical chancellor; 
and you, my Lord, will become a greater 


benefactor to the univerſity, as the re- 


former of it, than any of thoſe kings and 
worthies who are annually bepraiſed in 


the fulſome language of che Crewian ora- 
tion. 


I do not Ris the importance of the 


15 8 too highly, when I affirm that the 
welfare of the nation greatly depends on its 
being rightly conducted. Political as well as 
private virtue muſt be influenced moſt eſſen- 
tially by the ſtate of a great eſtabliſhment 
The univerſities. 
| ſend one individual at leaſt, who has great 
weight in forming, by his precepts and ex- 
ample, the manners and principles of the 
people at large, into every pariſh throughout 


for the national education. 


the 
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N LETTER: 6 LORD NORTH. 
the kingdom. Add to the influence of the 


-  elenical profeſſion, that of the profeſſors of 
law and phyſic, and that of gentlemen of in- 


dependent fortune; almoſt all of whom ſpend 


a 


that *a little leaven leaveneth the whole maſs.” 
|  Confider, my Lord, that the nobles of the 
8 wil on whoſe conduct ſo much of the 


public happineſs muſt depend, will be ſent. 
do ſeek wiſdom and virtue at our univerſi- 
ties, when reformed, inſtead of travelling 7 


atan early age, and acquiring, in the * 
of learning, ſcience, and philoſophy, the : 


mere varniſh of external grace, to gloſs over 
2a a moſt contemptible ignorance of every thing 


ae great and truly honourable. _ 
But I -forbear ſuggeſting thoſe e 


tages of an academical reform, which your ä 
own enlightened mind will point out to you 
in _abundance. Pardon me, my Lord, for 


what I have already thus freely advanced; 


and if I have been too zealous, too ſanguine, 


too unreſerved, in any of my expreſſions, can- 


44 didly impute my error to the ardour of a | 


- mind earneſt in wiſhing to enforce the * 


4 ; ” 5 N 0 . . of | 
A ; . 


* ſome of their moſt-ſuſceptible years in one of 
the univerſities. You are not to be informed 
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[LETTER 10 LORD NORTH. nv. 


of a great object, which f it has adopted on full 
neceſſity and importance. 
That I have probably been in ſome things 
miſtaken, I have already ſaid; but that 1 
| have wilfully miſrepreſented any thing, or 
unworthy motives of any 
kind, I confidently, deny. Hoping, there= 
fore, for the ſhelter of your protection, in 
an enterpriſe thus expoſed to the obloquy of 


| - conviction. of its 


been actuated by 


# 


pride and prejudice, I have the honour to ſub- 


ſcribe M4 


"With 55 t reſpest, 


1 My LORD, 


TuNnF#RIDGE SCHOOL, 
Nov. 7, 1789. 


VICESIMUS. KNOX. 


| Your Lordſhip's 


oF „% COL 
Moſt humble Servant, 
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